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Societies and Journals
Mention has been made of the Royal Society, one of a
group of scientific societies which arose during the seventeenth
century. Italy led the movement when, in 1603, the Accademia
dei Lincei was founded in Rome by an enlightened aristocrat,
Duke Federigo Cesi. This academy of " lynx-eyed " scientists
applied their penetrating vision to the solution of many
problems, and included Galileo among their early members.
In Paris, the Academic des Sciences came into being, and
was accorded royal patronage by Louis XIV in 1666, through
the influence of his minister, Colbert. The society published
many important scientific works.
In Germany, the Collegium Naturae Curiosorum was inau-
gurated at Halle in 1652.
Most renowned of all was the Royal Society, which began
in a small way about 1645, when a group of scientists formed
the " Invisible College," which held meetings for discussion, at
first in each other's rooms, then in Gresham College, not without
some risk of ecclesiastical censure. A few years later a number
of scientists in Oxford, mostly physiologists, instituted meetings
for the advancement of their interests.1 They included Thomas
Willis, Francis Glisson, Richard Lower, Robert Boyle, Robert
Hooke, John Mayow, and Christopher Wren,2 all great men who
fulfilled the object of the Royal Society, viz. the " improvement of
natural knowledge." At last a royal charter was granted by
Charles II, in 1663, and the Royal Society, now well established,
commenced the publication of its Philosophical Transactions two
years later.3 The Royal Society became responsible for many
publications, including Newton's Principia, the greatest of aU
works on physical science, which appeared in 1687 when the
famous Samuel Pepys was president.
It was at one time believed that the mace of the Royal
Society was the identical " bauble " which had incurred Crom-
well's contempt in Parliament, but this pretty story has since
been disproved.
1 T. Sprat, The History of the Royal Society of London, 3rd ed.} 1722
* P. Musser and J. C. Krantz, " The Friendship of Robert Boyle and Christopher
Wren," Bull Hist. Med., 1939, vol. vii. p, 970
8 G. R. Weld, A History of the Royal Society, 2 vols., 1848; Sir Henry Lyons, The
Royal Society of London: 1660-1940, Cambridge, 1944